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Goals: Students will learn the elements of a literary hero and then collaborate with their peers in order to make connections to modern themes in society, media, and works of literature. 
Objectives: 
-Students will learn the elements of a literary hero in order to determine how Beowulf is a literary hero and to establish reoccurring themes in literature.
-Students will collaborate in small groups and connect the elements of a hero to today’s society, media, film, television, and literature in order to see how the themes present in Beowulf are relevant to today. 

-Students will analyze the text in order to determine elements of the poem in which Beowulf has become a hero.  

Standards: 

1.1.12.D: Demonstrate comprehension / understanding before reading, during reading, and after reading on a variety of grade level texts to support understanding of a variety of literary works from different cultures and literary movements.
1.3.12.A: Interpret significant works from various forms of literature to make deeper and subtler interpretations of the meaning of text. Analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and issues of its historical period.
1.3.12.B: Identify and analyze characteristics of genres (satire, parody, allegory, pastoral) that overlap or cut across the lines of genre classifications such as poetry, prose, drama, short story, essay, and editorial.
1.3.12.C: Analyze the effectiveness of literary elements used by authors in various genres.
1.6.12.A: Listen critically and respond to others in small and large group situations. Respond with grade level appropriate questions, ideas, information or opinions
Common core: 

-CC.1.3.8.H Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from traditional works, including describing how the material is rendered new. 

-CC.1.2.8.A Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
-CC.1.2.8.C Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events. 

Lesson Plan:








          Length: 2 days 
I. Drawing of a hero

Students will be given plain paper and markers

They will be asked to draw a picture of a hero (left open to student’s interpretation) 

Students will show their drawing 

Large group discussion on the various types of heroes (soldiers, comic heroes, role model, friend, etc.) 

II. Hero Anticipation Guide 

Students will be given the Hero’s anticipation guide 

After students have completed the guide they will participate in the Agree/ Disagree classroom activity / discussion (students will move around the room based on their response) 

III. Elements of a Hero 

a. In literature there are defining characteristics and elements that help develop a hero. This same pattern is used in almost every piece of literature, film, media, etc. 

b. Show class video clip https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hhk4N9A0oCA (5 min)
-Students will write down the elements on a blank sheet of paper  

c. Have discussion while students write and record information on defining elements that make an epic hero: (10 minutes)

i. Call to adventure

ii. Assistance/ mentor

iii. Departure (leaves home) 

iv. Trails

v. Treasure
vi. Status quo

IV. Elements of hero: Today society/ media Activity (20 min)

a. After going through the elements of a hero, Students will get into small groups and come up with an example of a hero from modern texts, other pieces of literature, the movies, etc. who fits the pattern and elements of a literary hero. Work through the elements and be prepared to explain how this character fits the literary elements of a hero.   

Ex: Shrek, Harry Potter, Hercules, Superman, Batman, the Lion King, etc. 

b. Allow one member from each group to come up to the board and write title of their work and a list of the elements/ connection to the work. 

c. Allow students from each group to explain their findings and tell the rest of the class about their example and the elements they found. 

d. Teacher will collect all of students work and grade 

Ticket out the door: Name three elements of a hero. Give 2 examples from either society or from Beowulf. (3 minutes)  


